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Bear Howard, 1^/25/76 

For more than a month I've been wanting time to ait and read, without interruption 
or distraction, Renata Adler superb "Searching for the Heal Nixon Scandal." Not having 
the Christmas guests we expected provided the opportunity. 

It ia by far the best thing of its sort I have seen. However, I would like to too* 
what the copies do cot show, the publication and date of publication. Tou mailed it tl/15. 

It repeats, as I am sure you are aware, much of what I told your seminar. 

While it has weaknesses, understandable ones, it desrves much credit for self— 
critidgia^wMch is rare todaj. 

Thera really is not much in it about which I would argue. This woman vhuld make another 
or today s rarities,, a taz first-rate investigator. She is a great analyst. 

She perceives clearly what most still do not, that there never really was a real 
Watergate or Nixon investigation. She is correct on Buetterfield if I am by no means certain 
of her explanation and am certain it falls short. I can show you contemporaneous memos 
of mine saying what she says. But shat is not yet realized is that it was the means by 
which all investigations, real investigations, came to an end, (She fails to remember the 
good work of keeping it alive Ted Kennedy did.) From Butterfield on It was all tapes, all 
the best shot Nixon had of escaping. I can show you what a real investigation would have 
begun with. I make no claim to having conducted one but I did develop what is not yet known. 

I note you marked the first graf of the ^utterfield part. 

Without saying it she helps make the case for my argument, what was done was care- 
fully restricted to getting rid of Nixon. And no more than Nixon. 

The wounds are being healed, predictably and predicted, by ma king legal all other 
illegal acts exposed and some still unexposed. ... 

The spooks are stilt not dis goring the files on me. However, what little A have 
obtained from the State Department of what it has on me discloses that in 1940 there was 
a double mail cover on me and my garbage was saved and examined by the spooks. For what? 
Sxpoaihg, naturally. Exposing them and their friends. The investigation, when I was not 
a candidate for any government position, extended back to college and to my neighbors, 
from what I've received restricted in the "reports" to those who did not like one limited 
to the intelligence level of those for whom movies are made. Hy writing? Of course. 

So it is not as new as people think today. 

And nothing has happened in those 35 years to stop it. 

Real meaoiy hole there, too. ... 

1 generally hold the laager article for reading while I await the ride I have to 
DC on the retain trip. Recently I’ve not had the wait thus this piece was unread/ TJte 
articles are better for the always— full attache case than books, which 1 used to use. 

Each trip now I have at least 500 pages of once -secret FBI records. It is naMng and 
will make a fantasti c archive. Unprecedented, Fortunately I got an honorarium last 
month so I have been able to pay for the copies. We have a motion, pending for the waiver 
of all costs in the national interest. A have begun to deposit what is safe of these things 
in a university archive. Some now are too easily misunderstood. But I’ll probably put it 
E-ll there when I have all, this on F-ing. When he can ^im will press on the waiver, to force 
a decision... At the least there will be a significant ape t oral thesis and the potential 
for on important book in this. I’d like to know a stMeat who could handle it. 


Thanks and beat wishes to all, 


Washington Premiere 
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